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Serious | Confiicrations, G. 


eres, 


Is the firſt Part of this Work 1 foall bl 4. Fly | 
4 and Sin F Games and N, 
e abe Age. ad cog Tar wt 


And. In the ſecond Part, bow far 3 
5 of a Chriſtian Church is 2 8 * 
3 that fallow ſuch Vanities. | | 


{IRST, I fall confider che Follyand Sin: | 
fulneſs of the common Plays, Gamrey, 
A; and Paſtimes, of the preſent Age, "Bhat 
„ theſe Plays, Games, and Paſtunes, am 
really ſinful, appears by the Conſequences reſulx- 
ing from chem: namel Ys ther corrupting Youth = 


They manifeſtly take up the Time which Cl. 

Nians ſhould improve to their Growthan! | 
and Virtue; and have a natural Teadency wb. = 
lead Perſons from uſeful Induſtry forthe Benekic 4 
cot themſclves, and their Families, and for aber 1 
good Ulcs to Society, Auen, 3 2 1 


By ſuch Paſtimes Perſons are often led u th | 
Neglect of Duty to GOD, themſelves, and their 2 
E 
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r Ons ST 
| : t SF. | 
"es : And many Times bring chemſelves and 


their Families to Want and Poverty; and, according 
to St. Paul, make them worſe than an Infidel; as 


e read, rom V. 8. But if any provide no 
is own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his own Houſe, be 
bath denied the Faith, and i is worſe . than an Infidel. 
LY 4 
And Hoey Perſons who give Way to theſe- 
Pt. may y think them harm * yet they often 
w to ſuch Extremes as iſſue in utter Ruin to 
and Body; of which, we have EA Inſtan- 
ces conſtantly before our Eyes. <A 


Now Practices chat are often attended with ſuch. 
eBreadful Conſequences, if they are not Folly in a 
high Degree, and ſinful too, I would aſk what are? 
Our Saviour ſays, Matt. vii. 13. Enter ye in at the 
ſtrait Gate, for wide is the Gate, and broad is the 
May that leadeth to Deſtruction, and many there be 
-eohich go in thereat: And is it not plain, that thoſe 
Paſtimes are the Broad-way, in which the World 
els ? So that I apprehend, without ſaying 
*_ hind more; it e from hence, that thoſ. | 
*Paſtimes are eyidenly ſinful ; and that Chriſtian 
Profeſſors ſhould give no Countenance to Tock 
8 Vices. | 


br omen may plead, 1 48 no N — 
| aw 9 amuling ourſelves with thoſe Things; to 
which, I anfwer: Suppoſe then we ſhould allow our- 


| ſelyes to play at Cards, and ſay there is no Harm in 


it; other Perſons may play at more publick Games, 
for Inſtance, at Bowling of different Kinds, and 
will excuſe themſrlves by pleading, that we pl 
at Cards; and from them others may plead Kxvuſe 
tor ſuch Sort of Games — and ſay ours 
are 


3 ”T 2 

are not worſe than Cards, Bowling, &c. And 
thus may one excuſe himſelf by what another do- 

eth; and ſo one after another may run into all the 
vain Follies and Paſtimes of the Age; ſuch as 
dgel- playing, Horſe- racing, Bull-baiting, Cock- 
hting, and alſo Plays, Operas, and many other 
kinds of filly Shews, which if Chriſtians act in, or 
are ſeen amongſt, may it not be ſaid, What do 

they more or better than others | ot 


© 


Playing at Cards may be thought by ſome, one 
of the leaſt of thoſe Vices; but let it be conſider- 
ed, that Vices as well as Virtues have their Begin- 
nings; and this ſeems to be one of the firſt Intro- 
ductions to Gaming, which is commonly begun 
in the early Days of Louth; and when young 


Perſons are once allowed and encouraged in this 


Sort, it many Times grows ta a ruinous Hahit, 


and commonly leads to a favourable Opinion 
other Sorts of Games; and when Youth are once 
entered, it is not eaſy to know where they will end, 
but proceed from one Step to another, and 
follow one Sort of Game after anothet, to, their 
utter Ruin: and what Numbers of Haurs (to 
ſay the leaſt of it) are trifled away in Tattliin 
over Spots and Figures, to the Neglect of uſefu 
. Improvements! Is it not plaig from 
hence, that theſe. pretended innocent Amuſements 
are the Beginning of evil Habits, tending to the 
Encouragement of Vanity and Corruption, and 
ſo ending in the Ruin of many? No if theſe 
Things are not ſinful, and greatly ſo too, my 


| Underſtanding fails me. Gon knows, we can dwo 


but little towards reforming Mankind, but by all 
Means let us be no Inſtruments to corrupt and 
ruin them by Word or Example: for do not theſe 
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PraSices naturally lead ſome Pertns to Revelling 


and Banqueting which is What” St. Peter in his 
aſt Epiſtie, iv. 3 cautions the Chriſtians againſt® 
and Revelling is one of thoſe Vices which St. Paul 
Calatiant v. Zr. 10 i O45 5G eGALREN 


ln Explanation of the Words; Revet;"apt 
Revellog, I reſerve to the Concluſion af Mulick 
and Dancing. | g 2 


And tiius may fuck ſmall Beginnings run into alt 
tlic Paſtimes, Follies, and Vanities of the World, 


AF 


for want of attending to St Paul's Exhortation, 


Ram. xit. 2 Be not conformable to this Wold, bus be 
28 transformed by the renewing of your Mind, that ye 
airy prove what is that good, and acceptable, and per- 
— Cod. Some may think we have a Sort 

ement to youthful Vanity in the Book 
ef” Ecchifiaſtes; where Solomon ſays, ehap. xi. 9. 


Naa G young: Man im thy Youth, and let thy Heut 


aden thee in the Days of thy Youth, and walk in the 
Ways of thy: Heurt, and in ibe Sipht of thine" yes: 
(marie the Concluſion) but know thou, that for all 
theſe Things Cod will bring thee into Judgment. 


P The Inferences which may juſty de drawn from 


theſe Ptemiſcs are, that Chriſtians profeſſing God- 


. Hneſs, fhoulti give no Countenancè᷑ to the ruinous 
Wanities of the World; no not in the ſmaller Pe- 


— them, leſt by their Example any ſhould 


entered! imtle Way to ruin, and they themſelves 


become: Partakers of other Mens Sins. Nay, is 


nora Liſhonour to a Chriſtian to be ſeen amongſt 
theſe Faſfimes, and to be gazing at them? Imuſt 


Gy; Lthink it would be a Reproach to their Chriſtian 
#35 VS... * ; Character, 


k 5 7 
Curie; as well as an Encouragement to others 
to do tlie ſame: and let it be temenibered that the 
e Nw Pfaltniſt was, P/; A ES 4 wa vor 

from beb#divig Vanity: And 
Co wo to the helen i3, r T. V. 27, 2% 
am from all Appearance F  Evit, and the v 
| Gd Na fo fonts 50% tbholly, and I pray God you 
Spirit, and Sund, und Body, — Lonboata bla 


PS: * 2 "Coming of our Lord g Cori." 


But. ſurely, ing any. manner of e 
to ſuch 5 hes inities by Word Bets 
hen Ren bo 162 bed g AYR : 
and which may from ont Step to another, Iſfite" 
their utter R * both of Soul and Books dy, ſeems to 
argue great Defect in theſe two 1. 2 A 
Chriſti Boy, the Love Cod. 
er ne ws oof Wu; 
1 Bihar Pied kn Leeden ada 

of the Paſtimes uni  Oonfiderarion I:think it 18 
lain to an impartial Enquirer after Truth; Who 18 
ot blinded Ta the Le of theſe Vanities,” that 

8 runs in 4 * diferens 
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w de to * 1 Ute ail Vit, 10" 
prove our Talents; we are to wofk but our ow 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling; to Watch 
and Pray; to edify and build vp one another i in our 
Holy Faith; and to give all Diligence in Chriſtian 
eee to be Holy in all manner of Con- 
verlation; to be as Liphts in the World; to ab. 
ſtain from all Appearance of Evil; have no 

Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works \ Darkneſs; 
to bear much Fruit, and to turn N our Eyes 


from 
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from beholding 21 But he that — vain 


Perſons is void; of underſtanding. Prov. xii. f. 
many more ſuc 59 —— the Holy . 


abound with. So that if we are Chriſtians, theſe 


and fuch Iike ate the Rules by which we ought to 
govern our whole Lives, leſt we ſhould be counted 
as fooliſh Virgins, and unprofitable Servants; for we 


_ ſhould always bear in Mind what our Loa ſays, 
Luke vi. 46. . Lord, and da wot 
the Things which I ſay? | 


e . we ane of Muſick. and 6 
2 I os pong? we ſhall find them 1 of 
bes former. r n 


The deli being! in, ed oe 4 Afera- 


| blies and ſuch like, ſeems very manifeſtly op- 


polite to Chriſtian Improvements, and js à vain 
waſting of Time which ought to be better em- 


ployed. as it is not free from corru Youth and 
others; it leads them from uſeful Duties, and 
- tends to fill their Minds with Lightneſs and Folly; 
and many Times has other bad Conſequences, as 
well as the Things before canfidered, and is there- 
fore a Part of the broad Way that the World 

travels in, which I judge ought to be avoided by 
Chriſtians nap: Godlineſs, for it is condemned 
a hs divers 


arts of the divine Finn * 


* 


| od Man 7⁰⁵ has ven ts a Sr cimen. 
| of 7 be ont 6 — 


nities practiſed. in his Day, where he 

ays,, Job xxi. 1116. They ſend forth their little ones 
= Ap their Children dance; they take the 
Timbrel and arp, and rejoice at the Sound of the. 


2 8 0 * b e in W, n and in a 


Moment 


2 . 


named Chief of the Nations, to whom 2 H. 


+ - | 
L 11 ] > 
Mement go dun to the Grave ; deen ths hey ſay unte 
Cod, Depart from us, fer we deſire not the Knowledge 
of thy Ways. What is the Almighty, that we ſhould 
ſerve him, and what . nn 7 * 
Ln him? 


| "And we read in the 58 5 4 chap. vi. 1; 
and ver. 4—7. Wo to them that are at Eaſe in Zion, 
and truft in the Mountain of Samaria, which are 


Ifael came; that lie upon Beds of Toory, and 4 
themſelves upon their Cauc bes, and eat the Lambs out 
of the Flock, and the Calves out of the Midft of the 
Stall: that thant to the Sound of the Viol, and invent 
to themſelves Inſtruments of Muſick lite David; bak 
drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint themſelves with the 
chief Ointments; but they are not grieved for the 
Aﬀiiction of Joſepb. Therefore now ſhall they go 
Captive with the firſt that go Captive, and the Ban- 
guet mad them that racked AW bs be Vee 
oy * 


And we read! in the Prophet Iſaiah, R's v. 11, 
12. Wo unto them that riſe up early in the Mornin 
that they may follow ſtrong Drink, that continue,unt: 

' Night, till Wine inflame them; and the Harp and the 
Via, the. Tabret. and Pipe, and Wine are in their © 
Feaſts; but they regard not the Mort of the LORD, 
neither conſider the Operations of his Hand, &c. 
' Verſe 14, Therefore Hell hath enlarged herſelf, and 
opened her Mouth without Meaſure, and their Glory, 
and their Multitude, and their 1 and be 2 rer 
Joiceth ſhall deſcend into it, 


Thus it appears how tlioſe jovial Neige 
are CET by the inſpired Wri iters of the Old 
T cltament, 


/ 


55 plead, that it is ufeful to ſend their 


make them beneficial 


taught and encouraged in ſuch TOS 


DS 2 7 
Teſtament, But notwithſtanding theſe 
And Admonitions, many turn a deaf Ear 


*. 


_—_ 
Children 
be laſtructed in ſome of theſe polite Practices, 

to teach them a proper Behaviour, c. But cer- 
tainly it would be much more proper for many to 
teach and. inſtruct their Sign in that which may 
Hake t to themſelves, and uleful 
Members of human Society; to ſhine in Virtue, 


And nat in Folly. Surely they may be taught a 


becoming Behaviour without doing it in the 
0 | 


mar . Wind ays 
ice And Folly, which may lead them wrong 


: 


In the future Part of their Lives, And it were 


5 be wiſhed that we. had more Schools managed 
Each Youth the Duties of Religion and Vertu, 


and ayoid teaching them Vanity and Folly: ſurely * 


fuch Meaſures would be an eminent Means of re- 


7 


borming the Age, 


But I do not mean that Children are not to be 
conſidered as Children; for St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. 


ili. 11. When I was a Child J ſpake as a Child, I * 


underſtood as 4 Child, but when I became a Man, I put 
away childiſh Things: and this we may alſo hope 
our Children and Servants will do, if they are not 
8 6 ings as may 
ne ruinous Habits ; though doubtleſs there 
e many childiſh Actions and Exerciſes which 
Children cannot be abridg'd of, and which it is 


reaſonable Parents, c. ſhould wink at. 


But there is one Thing which I apprehend 
would be of great Uſe, and that is, to endeavour 
o keep them from playing at any Time for Money, 
Rk playing for 815 create in them 

i, cager 


LY 
by 


Perſons of Sobriety and Virtue, ſuch as would 
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Deſire to oP, any Sol; of Uames to 
rec, and is 4 Practice, 5 whi 
ode endeavout to guard them; 90 0 
| «prope Method ke Babe Bo i would 
re th allo them 4 fmalf Matter of Moti 
N 5 Tn Woke nas on Condition they heve 
ot Any Money = neſt Allowance 
Se 575 ar any break cheir 
Contract, e 742 ve a s ar fect than ſe- 
vet Threatnings; atid this may he done in ſame 
dtdder Canes: 4 #5 ker, 
4 24643 Din 8 : Vi i 34 101 4 2 nn vat; WIN M1194 
Bot on Lonp's ght to be de 
Sg Eagle 4 Thy 15 the able 


Worſhip, and to Tote * Hd their Lon ps. 
rl Evenings gy Reading caring «PP ol: 
tions of Sc and Beer 15 | 


win tend to le them ſober and e ol 
prevent their Ruhning! into bad Company, ant 10 
| — the Lok pb's Day a Dot Vanity and Sin, 
E it in unprofitable VI Her tune in with 
the Plays and Paſtimes which; to the Shame” of 4 
Chriſtian Nation, is, often ſeen, 0 1 the Practice 
of Hany in this ae Age, atly”t 6 WD | 
cer ſuch Malte Land Pr 1 ot Il 
See . K Seeing d 
T But alſo th e 
I ede PH ED 5 755 c bY. the 
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themdely 5 or thoſe N their Care to practiſe 
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14 
lays, ot Games, 2 2 rhe how fre. 
quently do they make it a Day e 

Fitting their [ion end 


worldly Dj iſcourſe, . 
10 mos 0 their Care in 6 bean Wor 


and, h OW common 8 it to 
thronged on the Lox p's-D entertaining one 
nother with idle. hat, and ry ke Diſcourſe: 
fooliſh in and ſuch kel ene I ap- 


rehen be employed in ſolemn, Prayer 
283 letious u Ain. * 9. the. be e | 


tending Divine Worſhip profitably ; 


ning Part. thereof to be ſpent. Religins 
Felt and Godly CD xi Rok 
ourlelyes. and, Hoe about us in the Kno clues 
177 2 and thoſe fac Ph Truths, A | 

Holy Word, er we ma not at laſt be lend yes as 
unprofitable Servants... n _ theſe Duties, and fuck 
Uke, I apprehend, is 105 Manner, the Logy's-Day 
ſhould be improved, 296 not m Vanity and Os 
is 0 Bux ;30:zerurn 40 ak he for- 


Mn Argument... "i, HIS al q 


in the W. D; and why may not We 
5 gun. CO 1 Tov y f ly, that as: 1 

Nei en — 
not a oy 5 to ( * pied > emonies are 
aboliſhed, 5 5 2 | ja W. wt number chem 
amongſt St, Pau Tos ee ee 
Gal. iv. 9: for we. find no fach 
the Chriſtians, no not for 300 ears pt + ITY 
if the late Lord. King's Account be juſt : He ſays, 
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Another A een 
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enn 27 2%) Jo te 


[ovah weary: I TISIGO Ms. - 1 — 


| Dhizavas'a Parable e God's Redineh : 


to receive returning Sinners; but that all the Cir- 
cumſtances of Parables and Alluſions in them, are 
to be taken for a Rule of Practice to us, will'n 
follgers becauſe then the Commendation of . 
unjuſt Steward will become c Eicence for us to be 
unjuſt; Lake xvi. 8. And when our Loa p is ſaid 
to come as a Thief ; it can only meu, that ne will 
come at an unexpected Time, and not that he 

1a 4 Thief and a Rubbers. To ae we pt 
ſuch. $14 1 Zuldasd 5 * 


66 „6 WW, 64-46 mile! 


8 To * 


of the ſame Nature: But the Uſe of Muſickind | 


Dancing in their jovial Meetings was ſufficiently 
condemned — the Times of the Jews, as hat 
deen ſnewed befqre. de & Chriſtie "think 
theſe Vanities are te to' Chriſtian, Gravity, 
and 2 8 to — 

Spiricually minded, and renewed 


4 — Mind. And of the ſame Na- 


ture ſeems to be the Learning and Singing vain. 
Ku and often uſing light and airy Tunes, and. 
like Children, which too much diſcovers a. 


ind, quite e Chriage” of x 


bee cia. 12. 
C > | And 


Son, chat on his Return there yas Muſick: and 


IP 
an, who, on the con- 


.=7 
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And no,, after all-thirhks bech ſaid, let us 
'confider what Reſemblance;theſe jovial Meetings 
and Practices have with St. Paul's Revellings, 
Gal. v. 21. It aao be obſerved that in the Cata- 
logue of Vicea he has there: enumerated, ſaying, 
that they which do-ſuch. Things ſhall- not, inherit 
the Kingdom of Gop, Revellingis/One af them. 
And let it be obſerved, that he ſays Revellings, 
and ſuch like; which ſeems to — ſuch 
e . ons Takgneſs hm.: 991 C 
1 r- 44 36-299 hen I 

And as to the Mezning of ah. Word Reue en * 
Revellings, we have it in divers on our ui 
ee thus nee * £ vt 6 > ns 

— ity Frey 

"Mr. Cale Wo It is Night Spe ain] al. D 
G Mr. B. Martin fays-it- — Sports no 
Dancing, Maſking, Comedied, ahd. — Hike. 
Mr. N. Bailey ſa * e are Dancing, Wn 
Dicing, EWC omedies, 7 | | 
£364 T2330 contend as 25 97 ä 

Me. Wit Jong in his Ser . —— lays, 
40 * Revelling ſignifies Exc — — 

dkiotous Feaſts, and — (ſays he) in ſuch 

Feaſts oftentimes; there is Muſick.” --Amd Mr. 
in his Annotations on-Galatians v. 21. ſays; 

„ Revellings were, amongſt the Greets, :diforderly 
« ſpending of the Night in Feaſting, with a licen- 
« tious- Indulging to Wan. 1 5 
« age. e — I 1188 ga” £1138 S873 
Nas 1 mult l rs the Chillin Render — 

den whether 1 vial Meetings have not ſuch 
a Reſenſblance of ﬆ Paul's Rev ellings as to maka 
a4 ſincere 


gu, 
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Tron g . Think: he 
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' Enfample; Phil. iii. 17. 
Thus are all Chriſtians to follow the Example of 


Wwe 


| EY ea 


their Great Loxp and MasTzr, and his infpired 
Apoſtles; and ſhould not the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel go foremaſt in Sobriety and Virtue, and be 


Directions of St. Paul to Timothy, in his 1 iſtle, 


iv. 12. where he ſays, Let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth, _ 
but be thou an Example af ade: Beljevers, in Ward, in 
7 Converſation, in Chat unh in Faith, in Puri- 


ty. It is here to be Served, this Counſel was 
given to a Miniſter le "Goſpel that was but a 
young Man for Age. re Miniſters, let 


rhem be Young or Old, *ar to have a high * 5 
cir 


to he good Examples, and to watch over 
Flocks, and as wiſe Stewards, to give them their 


Portion of Meat in due Seaſon. Bleſſed is. that Ser- 
vant, (ſays our LorD) whom his Lord when he cometh 
ſhall "find ſo doing, Luke xii. 42, 43. Neither as 
being Lords over God's Heritage, but being Enfl 
to the Flock; as St Peter teaches in his 1ſt Epi 
V. 3. 
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Was not this the Method the Church of Antioch 
took, by applying to the Church at Jeruſalem ? 
Acts xv. 6. The Apoſtles and Elders tame together for 
to conſider of this Matter; and when the Affair had 
been debated, and determined, we read, ver. 22. 
Then pleaſed it the Apaſtles and Elders, with the whole 
Church, to ſend 4005 Men of their own Company to 
Avztioch, with their Determination. 


And about the Affair of Diſorderly Perſons, St. 
Paul writes to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. v. 12. Do not 
ye judge them that are within? but them that are 
without God judgeth. By which I underſtand, that 
they, were to judge and determine about diſorderly 
Perſons that were within the Church; but thoſe 
that were without, or not within the Church, are 
to be left to Gop to judge; by which I think it is 
plain, the Church was to judge diforderly Perſons 
amongſt themſelves; For the. Tree is to be known by 
its Fruits, as our Lon p has taught. 8 


- But I rehend, that all ſuitable Meaſures 
ſhould be taken, before Caſes are brought to the 
Church for their Determination. irſt tell the 
Treſpaſſer his Fault; then take One or Two more; 


and if that fail, then tell it unto the Church. 


And in another Caſe, as we read, Titus iii. 10. 
the Offender is to be admoniſned, and a Firſt and 
Second Admonition is to be uſed; and ſome are to 
de reproved, and rebuked, and exhorted, with all 
reaſonable Long- Suffering and Doctrine, 


a For we ſhould endeavour to reſtore Offenders in 
the Spirit of Meckne/s, Gal. vi. 1. and to be ready to 
1 E. | forgive, 
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and, as the Caſe may be, to VENTION 
that walk diſorderly. 


But if the Church is not to act and PRA” in 
theſe Affairs according to the Rules before men- 
tioned, itſeemsthen we have Laws, but uo Method 
to put them in, Execution. 


And as it appears to me, that > Cheech orBody 
of Chriſtians muſt judge from the aforeſaid Rules, 
on what Principles they are to form their Body ot 
Church, ſo by the ſame Rules muſt they TIP? of 
Diſorders, and diforderly Walkers. | 


But as a Church and Body of Chriſtians are ta 
act, in forming themſelves. in the Fear of God, 


and in the beſt Manner they can judge to be agree- 


able to His Word, ſo likewiſe muſt they act in the 
Affair of Diſcipline; with great Caution, and 
without Parzality, yet making a reaſonable Dif- 
ference, as Caſes and Circumſtances may appear 
1 St. Jude directs, ver. 22, 23d. of his Epiſtlez 
And of ſome have Compaſſion, making a Difference : 
Others ſave with Fear, pulling them out of the Fire; 
bating even the Garment ſpotted by the Fleſh. Sol 

apprehend a Difference ſhould be made, ac 
to the Nature and Circumſtance of Diſorders, and 
ſo different Meaſures taken; as whether it has been 
committed through Ignorance, or was accidental, 
by being off from his Watch; for he that is once 
CY: drunk, I apprehend, is not to be 
_ cenſured | 
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his Fault, ought to be treated in a more favourable 
Manner than others who are obſtinate; and quftity 
themſelves, and will not be reclaimed by all rea · 
ſonable Perſuaſions. From which, and divers other 
Circumſtanees, the Church in the Fear of Gop, 
and the beſt Light they ean gather from his Word, 
; otherwiſe all Church Diſc and 
Order be given up. But if a Church ſhould. 
err in their Duty, and deviate from the Chriſtian. 
Law, in conniving at the Guilty, or in cenſuring 
the Innocent, which I doubt not but hath ſome · 
times been the caſe; if ſo, hath not one Member 
or more 2 Right to remonſtrate againſt: the Guilty, 
and bear Teitimony for. the Innocent? And if 
they cannot rectify their Error, if it be a Matter 
of real Conſcience, have not they, or even a ſingle 
Perſon 4 Right to withdraw himſelf from cheir 
Communion, and ſay with the Man. Joſout, 
As for me and t, tee will ſerve the Lords 
which was againſt. the whole Hoyle of Iſrael, _  / 


And St. Pau! alſo ed the Calatian Church: 

And we read that the C of. Sardis had a Name 
to live, but was dead; Rev. iii. 1. yet there were 
2 few Names that had not defiled their Garments, 

— thoſe our Logd ſaid, They ſoall walk with 
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It was alſo ſaid to te Chureh of Zphaſus, Rev. 
ii. 2. I know thy Harti, and thy Lasur, and thy 
Patience, and bow thoit canſt not hear them which are 
Evil, and thou haſt tried them which ' ſay they art 
Aprftles and are as found them Liars, yet 

| 2. a . 
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in ver. 4. they were blamed; ſo that I apprehend 
it was only the Faithful amongſt them that could 
hot bear them which were Evil, though they mi 
be Few in Number. And if this ſhould” be the 
caſe, have not the Few a Right to oppoſe them 
that err from the Truth? or to withdraw from 
them if they perſiſt in their Errors? otherwiſe do 
not they bear with them to a Fault? And is it not 
N they ſhould act according to their Con- 


ſcience, if hey believe 1 ops 2 
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ret! apprehend, Members ought oped 
the” Church in Matters merely indifferentꝭ When 
it is not a Matter of real Conſcience; femenbeping 
that they, as well as the Church, are to account 
before their Great Lox D and MasrRR, in — 
to the . of their Cauſe * Procee 
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But it may be aſked, - rewe 17 preſident 
— any evieiwithdrawn from, or denied Commu- 
nion _— lollowing: 7. n Ar ry; of = | 
World?“? N 


To which it may be ſaid, Neither have we any 
Preſident for wichdeawlag from Perſons for divers 
of the Diſorders mentioned in the Epiſtles. of St. 

Paul; but as the 1 * deems he em- Sinners, 
and excludes them the Kingdom of Gop, 1 Cor. 
vi. 9. 10. Gal. v 19, 20, 21. will any one deny 
that they are to be denied the Communion of the 
Church for want of a Preſident ? S0 if theſe 
Games and Plays tend to Corruption and Ruin, 
and are Tranſgreſſions of the Law ef Gop, as I 
Judge hath been ſufficiently ſhewn, ſince they lead 
n be unproſitable 1 and to be wy 
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Gin nde 17m, v 8. do they not then come 
under che Diſcipline and Cenſure of the Church as 
diſorderly. Walkers, though we have no more a 
Prefident than for the aforeſaid Diſorders? neither 
e OS e 
Swearer. 


„eh cog Lvl hee inſert « Paſſage out 
SF jan, who lived about the Middle of the 
Third Centu F b 
which is as fol | | 


1 


| GYPRIAN': Second Ep1STLE, 
Oxford Edition, Done into Exolisn Fa 
Nr ee 0 7 
S u DCC NN. 


CyynIan to his Brother Evcnzarivs p 
- Sendeth Greeting; 


0 U have been pleaſed, my dear Brother, 
p Y enge to that mutual Affection and 
* Regard which we bear each other, to conſult 
. — n the Caſe of a certain Player, who is 
« ſettled a amongſt you, and ſtill perſeveres in his 
* ſcandalous Profeſſion of ruining rather than in- 
« ſtruting Youth, and of communicating to others 
* that pernicious Skill which he hath himſelf un- 
* happily acquired; and You have aſked my Opi- 
„nion, whether fuch a Perſon ſhould be admitted 
* to the Communion of the n. : 


4 My Aubver is, that I conceive it amograble 


2 „ 0 
the 


* 


2 che d his Charch Nate 


ee 


lection of ſo faul ee Fame neu ern 


Now Cyprian was wis not only a renowned Riba . 
Carthage, but likewiſe had a Precedency over other 
Churches; for in his 81& Epiſtle he ſays, 4 1 wha 
5 x into Cann aa than 


And in his 48th E ite he n « My Province 3 

is of a very wide Extent; it hath. Numidia, and 

5 We two Marita joining to it.“ Which I find, 

l hical Writers, n 
Africa; from which it ſeems likely, theſe 

Pr were not alone Churches in ſqpriana 

| vince. 


Note, e 


And in the Notes on this Second i ple Gi 
« So Tertullian, in Lib. de Spectes n 
F | 


Now Tertwhan was of Gabe. nd 
Father and Chriſtian Writer, who Fred above 100 
Goa * z Which ſeems to ſhew the 

che Church in his Age likewiſe. = 


But let it not be thou t, theſe are the body 
Paſſages that can be quo from the carly Fathers 
of the Church; the contrary will be moſt evident 
to any one who will read Mr Prymes Hiſtrio Maſtix, 
who, on Fage 642.0.de6 and Page * 14 


un- 

der the Law and Goſpel, of 55 Synods and 
Councils, of 71 Fathers and Chriſtian Writers, 
before the Year of our Loap 1200; ef above 
130 foreign and domeſtic Proteſtant and 
Authors ſince, of 40 heathen Philoſophers, 
* torians, Poets; of many heathen, many Chriſtian 
„ Nations, Republicks, Emperors, Princes, Ma- 
* — z of ſundry Apoſtolical, Canonical, 
rial Conſtitutions, and of our own, Engliſh 

— — Magiftrates, Univerſities, Writers, 
Preachers“ (And he farther ſays of thoſe 
Plays,) « If we belieye the Fathers, are ſinful, 


6 * lewd, 2 Mags, 
in ges, 


« 2g rats Mf haps res efs to Churches, to Repub. 
« lics, to the — Minds, and of 
Men, &c,” Thus far from bes Tire Page 


Theſe he hath largely mich ufe of as a Cloud 
of Witneſſes againſt Plays, und Players, as moſt 
| pernicious Corruptions, condemned in all Ages as 
intolerable 


2 36 l 
intolerable Miſchiefs to Churches, to dis 
to the Manners, Minds, — Mem. 


3 Thoogh, * L Deſign in * Hiſrio Maſtis 
is principal tage- Plays, and —.— great 
rake that wi a it in almoſt all Ages, to 
e promoting of Vanity, Sin, and the Ruin of 
— that fo it, bot "of Body and Soul; yet 
he hath: likewiſe furniſhed us with many ſolid Ar- 
ents of his own, as well as great Numbers of 
| ek hors, that have ſeverely. condemned divers 
other vain, corrupting Follies and Paſtimes, that 
are too commonly practiſed by, ang. many 
that call themſelves Chriſtians, 


As for Inſtance, 2 vain Songs, Muſick and 
Dancing, and the pernicious, and corrupting 
Conſequences that attend them z this he confirms 
by great Numbers of Authors both ancient and 
ern, as may be read in the aforecited Book, in 


e to 277, and as Faye: and 573, 6375 
9 


And he has i many Authors 1 * ancient 
and modern, that ſhew the bad Effects of "ev 
Sc. and that it is evil in its Conſequences, and of 
an evil Report, Sc. for which ſee Page 221 to 226, 
and 236, and 275 to 279, and 283, and 636, 


And-in Page 232 we have theſe Words of his; 
I would the dancing Wanton, Sc. who ſpend 
« their Strength, their Time, eſpecially the Eaſter, 
* Whitſun, Midſummer, and Chriſtmas Seaſon," in 
e lewd, laſcivious Dancing, would now ſeriouſly 
on conſider, and this woul teach them, not only to 
x ; « abandon 


OE EL EET SE. 


(hy '). th 
* abandon all fuch Dancin 3 themſelves, but like? 


« wiſe to withdraw their C n, eſpecially their 
Daughters from the Dancing School, as St. 
&< Ambroſe long ſince adviſed all holy Women, all 
<« godly Parents for to do, admoniſhing them to 
* teach their Daughters Religion, not Dancing.” 


And he has produced many o_ AS 
condemning Dice-playing, Tables, an 2 
ing, and other Antal Games, c. and 
that Miniſters of the Goſpel are forbid theſe 
Things, and likewiſe Dancing; and in a particular 
Manner not te act themſelves, or to be preſent 
where others act them; for which ſee Page 625, 
627, 655, and 666, 688 to 693; and in Page 491 
to 497 ihe hath ſhewed from our own Laws, that 
Stage-Plays have been ſeverely condemned, and 
 Yays, Page 496, © So that now at this Day, by 
„ theſe ſeveral Acts of Parliament yet in Force, 
& (reſolved and concluded upon after long, mature 
% Deliberation by our whole State and Kingdom,) 
all common Stage Plays are ſolemnly adjudged to 
« be unlawful and pernicious Exerciſes, not ſuffer- 
:, able in our State.” | 


And in particular ſays, in Page 497, It is 
<* moſt apparently evident then by all theſe Premi- 
.«< ſes, that not only Pagan Writers, Emperors, 
States, and Magiſtrates, together with the pri- 
t mitive Chriſtians, Fathers, and Chriſtian Wri- 
« ters of foreign Parts; but even our own domeſtic 
« Writers, Preachers, Univerſities, Magiſtrates, 
and our whole State itſelf in open Parliament, 
„ both in ancient, modern, and preſent Times, 
have abandoned, cenſured, - and condemned 
& Stage- * 


1 
Plays and common Actors as the | 
<6 « Petty, the Corruptions of Mens Minds wy 

« Manners, the Seminaries of all Vice, all Lewd- 
* neſs, Wickedneſs and Diforder, and intolerable 
$ Miſchiefs/i in any civil or well - diſciplined Com- 
40 monweale.“ Theſe Concluſions he draws from 
what he has here, and in many Pages before ſaid. 

I have here made ſome ſhort References to ſome 
of the many Paſſages contained in Mr Prynne's 
elaborate Book, as pertinent to the Deſign of my 
Treatiſe; which faid: Book, though a Quarto 
Volume of upwards of i000 Pages, yet is but 
an Abridgment of the vaſt Variety of Teſtimonies 
that have (as he hath ſhewn) appeared from Ages 
ang Generations don to the Time of the publiſh- 
In his Book (which was in the Year of our Logp 

33) againſt the Plays, 'Games, and Vanities of 
the Worlds, and he hath largely ſhewn, that they 
have always been the Spring, Fountain, and Nur- 

{ries of Vice, Debauchery, and Wickedneſs of 
almoſt every kind, which will more abundantly 
appear to any one that will read the whole Book. 
J have endeavoured to make theſe References, as 
well as my whole Proceedure ſhort, becauſe it ſhould 
reach thoſe, (as well as others in general,) which 
ſeem willing rather to ſpend their Tame and Money 
in a profuſe Manner on Pleaſures and Paſtimes, 
than buy or read à large Book, be it ever ſo gon, 
the more the Pity. 


I chink it muſt be allowed, that thoſe Argaments 
and- Authorities cited from this learned hos 
adds a conſiderable additional Weight to my fore- 


going * r the Plays, 2 
| ces 


A 
Vices of à degenerate World, which if not fufftci. 
ent to produce a general Reformation, yet one 
would expect it ſhould be ſufficient to convince 
Chriſtian Profeſſors, that they ought to lay afide- 
theſe Things with NG if they have Oy; 
Hope to be Partakers.of the Bleflings of the Gol: 
, which affures us, that without Holineſs no Man - 
2 fer the Lord, and that they are to abſtain row 
all Appearance of Evil, But if notwithſtanding 
theſe Evidences, produced from Scripture and ſelf- 
evident Principles of Reaſon, and the Opinion of 
the ſober Part of Mankind throughout Ages paſt; 
as aſſerted by Mr Prynne and others, confirmed by 
more than 310 Authorities, they will yet yenty 
to meddle 2 or gixe e A, thoſe 
Vices, I muſt once more "ſay, I think they. are 


But Rue may ſay, * It is too ſevere to exclude 
„Members from the Communion of the Church 
« for their uſing theſe Games and Plays of the Age. 


f chis Objection be allowed, and that no Per- 
ſons are to be excluded the Communion of the 
Church for any of thoſe Practices, then it will fol- 
low that Perſons may continue in them, to the 
beggaring of their Families, and to the Neglect of 
Chriſtian Duties; and Servants alſo may ule them 
to the Neglect of their Maſters Buſineſs, and keep 
diſorderly Hours, by attending Paſtimes, Revels, 
Banquetings, Plays, Operas, and fuch like; and 
yet allowed to be Communicants with the 
Church; if ſo, wherein will the Church differ from. 
the World, let any ſerious Chniſfian judge. 


: - F 2 E Now - 
„ 


Jo. 


* 
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. Now is it not manifeſt from hence, that theſe 
things fall under the Cenſure of the Chuch? and 
I think Practices which tend to ſuch bad Ends are 
to be taken Notice of by the Church, ſuitable to 
the Degree of them, by * Admonitions, 
Exhortations, Rebukes: and if perſiſted in, as 
the Caſe may require, are to be cenſured, and ſuſ- 

pended Communion, and in flagrant Caſes, ta be 
excluded the Church. | | 


And theſe Meaſures Iapprehend ſhould be taken 
by the Chriſtian Church in Relation to their Mem- 
bers in general that walk diſorderly, firſt endea- 
vouring to convince and reclaim them, if poſſible, 
by the moſt gentle Meaſures, agreeable to the 
Counſel St. Paul gives, Cal, vi. 1. where the ſays, 
Brethren, if a Man be overtaken in a Fault, ye which 
are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch an One in the Spirit of 


But if ſuch Meaſures fail, then 1 apprehend, 
farther Steps are to be taken, according to the 
Nature of ie Caſe, as hath been ramus, Food 


And as to what is to be eſteemed diſorderly 
Walking, I apprehend is, when Members act ap- 
parently contrary. to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
and the Teaching of the Apoſtles; for St. Paul 
fays, 1 Cor. xiv. 37, Fam Man think vimſelf to be 
a Prophet, or ſpiritual, let him acknowledpe, that the 
Thongs = I write unto you are the Commandments of 
the Lerd. ; | 


And St. Jobn fays in his 1ſt Epiſtle, iv. 6. We 
ere of God; he that knoweth God heareth us; he that 


: 5 
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| CALLE 25 
fs not of God Bearetb not us. And St. Paul ſays, 
2 bell. iii. 14. Fam Man obey not our Wort bythis 
Epiſtle, note that Man, and have no Company with 
him, that he may be aſhamed. And very remarkable 
are theſe Words in the ſixth Verſe of this Chapter, 
where he ſays, Now we command you, Brethren, in 
Serine: Fun ears Breck thee males e 
lues Brother t th di I 
2 after the Tradition which he received of us. 
So that which act plainly contrary to theſe 
Laws and Rules, I apprehend, are to be eſteemed -/ 
diſorderly, and that the Church is to act towards 65 
them according to the Rules before ſet forth: 
That is, the Church are, in the Fear of Gop, Ace 
cording to the beſt Light they can gather from his 
Word and Reaſon, to judge in Relation to ſuch 
diſorderly Walkers, not forgeting to make ſolemn 
Prayer to Almighty Gop for Direction in ſach 


— 


weighty Unde $, 


And that if a Church omit- uſing a ſuitable 
Diſcipline towards Offenders, that One or more of 
their Members that are conſcientiouſly perſuaded 
that they ought not to communicate with ſuch 
diſorderly Perſons, have a Right to abſent them- 
ſelves, which is what I have argued for on theſe 
Heads. Theſe Points I have briefly brought over 
again, that-my Meaning might not be miſtaken, - 
fufbciently eſtabliſhed in 


S 4 


and I apprehend they are 
the foregoing Treatiſe, | 


1 1 Ne 
"The Concludton.. 


OW: doth be Ae + grout Doſe in 
them that can take Pleaſure in thoſe Vanities. 
= Follies, "which ſo manifeſtly ten to the Cor: 
ru and Ruin of themſelves" and their Fellow- 
Chriſtians, and that are ſo evidently oppoſite to the 
Doctrine of the Gofpel, and the Nature of a 
Chriftian Spirit, which leads to a diligent Improve- 
ment in Knowledge and Virtue, and to 2 55 
from all Appearance of Evil ? Can theſe thin, ho 

the r Fruits of a Soul regenerated and re- 
newed from above? Surely thoſe Deſires and 
pt ge mult ariſe from 3 very ferent Principle. 


m ay Obe think; 'he 4% d Fur of l 


| Chriſtian truly renewed in the Spirit of his Mind, 


when he is an Encourager of thoſe ruinous Vani-. 
ties and Follies, which tend to co Trad his Fellow 
Creatures, amm oats TIES 
World?” | ; 


Surely the true Spirir erde Weil lead 
him to be an Example in Virtue and Spiritual Im- 
provements, and to ſhine as 4 Light in the Wor 
' that' Others by his. good Example may be Rd fo glori 


Cod, aud bear much Fruit, and thereby encou 


them to labour after a Spiritual Mind, which may 
prepare them for uniting with the heayenly Hoſts 
above, and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; 
and not to trifle away their Time in Childiſh Plays, 


and wanton Vanities. Theſe Things may go down J 


"Wu thoſe that reſt in a mere Form of Religion, 
but 


/ 


} gulate their Lives free from Vanity and Folly, for 
FOE: | 825 I do 


(ww) 
1 think not with a truly ſpi 
bas tink na t Buſineſs is-to ſet 
tions on Things t are above. 


Let it be remembered, „ Chriſtian Life in not a 
Life of Vanity and worldly Pleaſures, bat a Life 
of Self-denial, of Sobriety, and Watchfulneſs 
r wie + and Folly, leſt Vanity and worldly 

ſhould marr and hinder the good Seed of 
the Word Root in the Heart to good Pur- 
Poſe, and ſo in the final Iſſue ſhew that he had only 
a2 Name to live, but was dead, and then what 


minded 
Affec. 


6 Advantage will the mere Name of a Chia he = 


to him? Remember, It is a good End that croums 
all: Therefore let the Caution our Lonn has given 
us in the Parable of the Sower, make every One 
that bears the Name of a Chriſtian watch 
the Snares of a ſenſual Worid; which we have in 
Lake viii. 14, 15. And that which fell-amon Thorns 
are they which, when they have heard, go forth aud 
are choaked with Cares, and Riches, and Pleaſures 
this Life, and bring no Fruit to Perfection ; but 
that on the good Ground are they, which in an _ 
and good Heart having heard the M. rd, keep it, and 


ring forth Fruit with Patience. 


Now. if aug Man ſhould chink from hae, has 
been ſaid, tha I make Chriſtianity a narrow Way, 
let it be remembered our, Loxp has told us, Matt. 


vii. 14. Strait is'the Gate, and narrow is the Way 


which leadeth. unto Life, and Few there be that find 
11. Therefore let it not be eſteemed: that I have 


made the Way narrow, by ſhewing from Scripture 


and Reaſon, how Chriſtians cught thereby to re- 


„ A W 9 
I Up not 88 any New Narrow Way, but to 
eſtabliſh the good Old one, which had its Being 
long before we had ours; for though the Ways of 
Religion may appear with a dull Proſpect to Perſons 
that are Strangers to it, yet nevertheleſs, it hath 
its Pleaſures, and great Ones too, for our. Loxd 
ſays, Matt. xi. 30. My Yoke is eaſy, and my Burihen 
is light, And Solomon ſays,” Prov. wit. 17. Wiſdom's 
Mays are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all ber Paths are 
Peace. And thus I apprehend it is to the Spiritually 
Minded -Chriſtian, to ſuch as can ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, Pſalm xl. 8. I delight to do thy Mill O Gad. 
And in the cxix. 165, he ſays, Great Peace have 
they that love thy Law, and nothing ſhall offend them. 
The fincere, the diligent, and faithful Chriſtian 
has Peace of Conſcience, Peace with Gop, Peace 
in Life, and Peace, at Death. Mart the perfect 
Aan, and bebold the Upright, for the End of that 
Man is Peace, Pſalm xxxvii. 37. A Peace that the 
World cannot give, and knoweth but little of. 


The Reaſon why Perſons look on the Ways vf 
— — a Courſe that will deprive them of all 
Pleaſure and Happineſs, ſeems to be. that by a 
cuſtomary Habit in the contrary Practices, their 
Minds and Deſires run in a Channel quite oppoſite 
to itz but would they look back on their former 
State, they might ſee their Objects of Delight 
and Pleaſure have been changed from one Sort to 
another in their Infant State; little Toys and Tri- 
fles were their Delight, and as they advanced in 
Tears their Objects of Delight were changed; and 
when they arrived to the State of Manhood they 

have changed them again; yet they may be all 
* -of a carnal, ſenſual, worldly Nature, but this 


proves 


r s/o 
that their Objects of Delight and Pleaſure 
may be changed from one Sort to another. Now ⸗- 
would they be ſo wiſe as to attempt One Change 
and make Religion, and the — 
Benefits thereof the Objects of their Delight, this 
would be the moſt happy Change of all, and 
would make them view it, and the Duties and 
Practices thereof in a very different Light, ever 
with Pleaſure and great Delight; and make them 
look on the Follies and Vanitieg of T World with 
great Contempt. Then theſe mighty Difficulties 
would be in a great Meaſure removed, and make 
them delight in the Law of God after the imward Man, 
Rom. vii. 22. And the Time ſpent in gaini 
Knowledge therein would become their del 
Pleaſure; and the Duties of Religion, th 
py Converſation with pious and Men, 
and the bleſſed Hope they then would have before 
m, would make the vain Follies of the World 
' Joſe their Influence on their Minds; and make 
them like the Eunuch, Acts viii. 39. Go on their 
n n 


But to attempt ſuch a Change is what Per ſons 
that have accuſtomed themſelves to delight only in 
Worldly Pleaſures, are exceeding back ward to ſet 
about; yet the dreadful State thoſe that knowingly 
neglect it are in makes it abſolutely neceſſary; for 
we read, Heb. xii. 14. we are to follow Peace with - 
all Men, and Holineſs; without which no Man ſhall 
ſee the Lord. And St. Paul ſays, Rom. viii. 13. For 
MF ye live after the Fleſh ye ſhall die: And our Lozp 
lays, John iii. 3. Except a Man be born again he 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God: or as St. Paul words 
it, Epb. iv. 23. And be renewed in the Spirit of your 

; G | Mind. 
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and frequent in ſolemn Prayer to Almighty Gop, 


| [ 46 ] | 

Mind. It evidently appears from the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, that in order ſo great and neceſſary a 
Change may be accompliſhed, they muſt truly re- 
pent of all their paſt Sins and Diſobedience againſt 
the Laws of GOD. For it. is ſaid, Lake xxiv. 46, 
47. Thus it is written, and thus it beboved Chriſt to 
ſuffer, and to riſe from the Dead the third Day, and 
that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached | 
in his Name all Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. 
And in Heb. vi. 1. Repentance from dead Works is 
One of the Beginning Foundation Principles f 
the Doctrine of CR Is r, and One of the great 
Doctrines that St. Paul declared to the Elders of 
Epheſus, that he had taught them publickly,. and 


from Houſe to Houſe, was Repentante toward Gad, 


- 


Acts xx. And our Logrp ſaid to the Jews, Luke” 
xiii. 3. Except ye repent ye fhall all likewiſe perifþ.- 


And Acts xvii. 30. we read, Aud the Times f | thif 
Tenorance God winked at, but now commandaeth lj © 
Men every where to repent. SORTS," 11 ITE MEE» 


And thoſe "who truly repent of their paſt Sins, 


muſt form a folemn Reſolution, depending on 


Divine Grace for their Aſſiſtance to forſake them 
for the Future, and make the Laws of God the 


ſole Rule of their Lives and Actions, through the 


whole Courſe thereof, otherwiſe how are they re- 


tetved in the Spirit of their Minds. 


Y Their Reſolutions, Lives and Actions muſt be 
8e r agreeable to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
which they are carefully to ſtudy, and be earneſt 


through, and in the Name of the Loxp Jesvs 


” CurisT, for his HoLy SpIAIT nin, f 


Þ = — 


b, 


[47 ] 

ſo great a Work: By which Means, I apprehend, 
they will experience that the Yoke of Chrift is eaſy, 
and bis Purthen light. And when this Change is 
effectually wrou * I conceive they will no longer 
delight in the Vices and Follies of the World, 


been ord near gies as well as Deſire, to forſake 


them. 


And now let the ſincere Chriſtian he — 
to a conſtant and diligent ä in, all 
Chriſtian Virtues, by Words to the 
Corinthian — I Cor xv. 38. Therefore my 
* beloved Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, akvays 
abounding m the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye 
©, a that your Labour is nat in vain in the Lord. 


+ Thus have I finiſhed what I propoſed, and may 
Gov of his Infinite Goodneſs grant his Bien 


* . 
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